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Unit 10 – WWII and its Aftermath

WWII Notes

What happening around the globe in the 1930s?

1. Global Rise of Fascism

a. Latin America

i. USA’s Good Neighbor Policy – an attempt to have a cooperative relationship with these governments without invading the Caribbean and South American Countries

b. Asia

i. Japanese expansion leads the invasions of Korea and Manchuria where it sets up the state of “Manchukuo”

ii. Tripartite Pact – Japan, Italy, and Germany guarantee their own spheres of influence in September of 1940 creating the Axis Powers
c. Europe

i. Hitler’s Germany

1. Lebensraum – a campaign to create “breathing room” for the German people results in the seizure of the Rhineland, Austria, Sudetenland, Poland and Czechoslovakia

2. Blitzkrieg – Lightning War  - German military tactic in which all armed forces are used simultaneously in an attack. Germany targets and overruns Poland, Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and France in manner.

3. Operation Barbarossa – Hitler double-crosses Stalin by invading the USSR after signing a pact of non-aggression in 1939

ii. Mussolini’s Italy 

1. targets North Africa, Ethiopia and Abyssinia for its Empire

iii. Franco’s Spain

1. aided between 1935 and 1937 by Germany and Italy to launch and win a civil war in Spain (Fascists vs. anti-Fascists)

2. American Neutrality and Isolation

3. Abraham Lincoln Brigade – although technically neutral, several thousands of American Men organize a voluntary military force to prevent the spread of Fascism in Spain, joining a much larger International Brigade 

4. USA and FDR pressure Spain to declare its neutrality in WWII by recognizing Franco’s government as the official govt. of Spain and agrees to buy Spanish oil reserves in an effort to ensure that the Strait of Gibraltar remains open and the Mediterranean Sea would not be closed off. This would severely limit the potential power of the Allied effort

2. USA - A kind of Neutrality – 80 % of Americans felt that the United States should be neutral, yet still help England and France

a. The Neutrality Acts of 1935-1937 are passed
i. Originally a response to the Spanish Civil War and in then in anticipation of the war in Europe

ii. Several provisions dealing with Belligerent Nations (nations engaged in warfare)

1. banned travel by US citizens on a ship belonging to a belligerent nations

2. banned the sale of weapons or arms to belligerent nations

3. banned loans or other forms of economic aid to belligerent nations
b. USA is dubbed the Arsenal of Democracy
i. The US moves cautiously away from “Neutrality”

1. Roosevelt called for a revision of the Neutrality Acts in order to allow for a cash and carry provision that allowed Britain and France to buy arms from the United States. This also ensured that arms would not be sold to Germany.

2. Roosevelt believed that cash and carry would keep America out of the war and aid in the defeat of the Axis Powers – Germany, Italy, and Japan

3. Cash and Carry caused conflict between Roosevelt and the Isolationist Camp
ii. Preparing for war if necessary (the USA becomes neutral in action, not neutral in sentiment)
1. Greater defense spending in 1940 as a precautionary measure

2. First peacetime military draft – Selective Training and Service (1.5 million men are in boot camp by the end of 1941)

3. Roosevelt is elected for a 3rd term in 1940, this is the 1st time in United States History that a president was elected for 3 terms

4. United States is described as the “great arsenal for democracy” as it is supplying the Allied powers (democratic nations) with weapons.
5. 1941 - Lend-lease replaces Cash and Carry because many European nations were running out of money to buy arms and other military goods. 
"Suppose my neighbor's home catches fire, and I have a length of garden hose four or five hundred feet away. If he can take my garden hose and connect it up with his hydrant, I may help him to put out his fire...I don't say to him before that operation, "Neighbor, my garden hose cost me $15; you have to pay me $15 for it."... I don't want $15--I want my garden hose back after the fire is over. "  (Franklin Roosevelt's Press Conference December 17, 1940 )
6. Neutrality Patrols in the Atlantic- FDR orders the United States Navy to protect lend-lease shipments from German U-boats and gives permission to the Navy to attack German U-boats providing the USA ships were attacked first. The US sank several U-boats were sunk between South America and Africa without actively being engaged in WWII
iii. The Atlantic Charter
· Secret meetings between FDR and Winston Churchill in England (code named Arcadia)

· The Atlantic Charter spelled out the causes of the war. The Charter pledges Great Britain and the United States to

· Seek no territorial expansion

· Pursue no territorial changes without the consent of the inhabitants (self-determination)

· Respect the right of people to choose their own form of government

· Promote free trade among nations

· Encourage international cooperation

· Build a secure peace based on freedom

· Work for disarmament of aggressors

· Establish a permanent system of general security

· The Atlantic Charter later became the basis for “A Declaration for the United Nations” 

· Allied nations joined together to fight the Axis powers and the charter was signed by 26 nations including the Soviet Union and China. The Charter also expressed the common purpose of the allied nations

3. December 7, 1941 – The Japanese attack Pearl Harbor
i. Japan plans to build an empire by taking over China, Indochina, Thailand and the Pacific Islands. All of which were already colonized by the European allied nations. These European nations were busy worrying about Germany and not paying any attention to Japan in Asia. The only remaining threat to Japan was the United States who occupied the Pacific Islands and had not officially entered the war yet

ii. FDR never recognizes Japanese claims as belonging to Japan and begins to impose economic sanctions as a punishment for aggression

1. All Japanese assets in the USA are frozen

2. FDR cuts off all trade with Japan through a trade embargo. This cut their oil supply that was needed to fuel their war machine.
3. Japan sees the USA actions as an “act of war” and uses it to justify going to war with the United States in 1941

4. The USA sees its actions as an attempt to maintain peace
iii. Japan attacks Pearl Harbor. It is suspected that FDR knew about the attack before it actually happened. This was done as a military strategy to force the USA to become actively involved in WWII

iv. The United States declares war on Japan

v. Italy and Germany declare war on the United States with in one day

4. Mobilization on the “Home Front”
a. Women


i. Army Chief of Staff George Marshall pushed for the formation of a woman’s corps of the army. Under this bill, female volunteers would not receive equal pay, rank benefits as men doing the same jobs, nor would they be able to make the army their career. Despite all this, many women signed up.

ii. This billed passed in 1942 despite mixed support in Congress

iii. 250,000 women served in the war

b. Minorities in the Armed Forces

i. The war created problems for minorities – one of the issues at hand was the ability to support a war for democracy in a country that doesn’t practice what it preaches. But, many minorities realized that the Axis powers were much more than a slight threat.

ii. 500,000 Mexican Americans joined the armed forces

iii. 1 million African Americans served. At first they were segregated and limited to non-combat roles. After protesting, they were finally allowed to participate in combat and even liberated one of the death camps

iv. 13,000 Chinese Americans and 33,000 Japanese Americans joined the war effort

v. 25,000 Native Americans enlisted – For many this was the first contact they had with non-Indians

5. Life on the Home Front:

a. Automobile plants and other industries shut down and converted into war production factories

b. Labor – Women entered industries, but they dealt with discrimination and earned less then men doing the same jobs. “Rosie-the-Riveter” came to represent females involved in war industries effort. Minorities faced these problems as well

c. Mobilization of Scientists

i. Great improvements in sonar and radar for submarine warfare

ii. Development of the Atom Bomb by the Manhattan Project and tested in Los Alamos

iii. Albert Einstein and other refugees worked on the Manhattan Project

d. Internment of Japanese Americans

i. After Pearl Harbor, the war department called for the mass evacuation of Japanese-Americans from Hawaii with
ii.  United States Executive Order 9066, Franklin D. Roosevelt, on February 19, 1942, authorized U.S. armed forces commanders to declare areas of the United States as military areas "from which any or all persons may be excluded." It was used against those with "Foreign Enemy Ancestry." The order led to the Japanese American internment, in which some 120,000 ethnic Japanese people were held in internment camps (war relocation camps) for the duration of the war. 
iii. Among the cases which reached the Supreme Court were Yasui v. United States (1943), Hirabayashi v. United States (1943), ex parte Endo (1944), and Korematsu v. United States (1944). In Yasui and Hirabayashi the court upheld the constitutionality of curfews based on Japanese ancestry; in Korematsu the court upheld the constitutionality of the exclusion order. In Endo, the court accepted a petition for a writ of habeas corpus and ruled that the WRA had no authority to subject a citizen whose loyalty was acknowledged to its procedures. 
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e. The US Economy

i. Great need to control inflation and regulation of the economy in order to prevent the mistakes made during WWI and the Depression

ii. Office of Price Administration froze prices on consumer goods

iii. Raised the income tax to lessen the amount of disposable income that people had

iv. Encouraged people to buy war bonds with their excess money

v. Rationing of goods 

vi. WWII ended the Depression as a result of the dramatic increase in jobs available, the US developed a labor shortage which enabled women and other  minorities to gain access to industries that were previously closed to them

6. The End of WWII 

a. The Bomb

i. On August 6, 1945, the Atomic Bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, an important Japanese military and industrial center

ii. Three days later another Atomic Bomb was dropped on Nagasaki
iii. As a result of these two bombings, both cities were leveled, 200,000 people died from injuries and radiation (not all died in the initial bombing)

iv. Emperor Hirohito order papers “to end the war” and the formal surrender of Japan took place on September 2, 1945 (V-J Day)

b. Yalta Conference – February 1945

i. FDR, Stalin, and Churchill met in the Soviet City of Yalta, located near the Black Sea (their final meeting – throughout the war they met constantly to coordinate international efforts)

ii. At this conference, these three leaders made decisions about the future

1. The creation of the United Nations based on the principals of the Atlantic Charter, ensuring a new international peacekeeping body

2. Stalin promised to enter the war against Japan in exchange for some territorial gains of regions under Japanese control. He agreed to Free Elections in Poland and other Soviet occupied lands in Eastern Europe

c. FDR dies on April 12, 1945 and Harry S. Truman becomes president. FDR was serving in his 4th term as president of the United States

d. May 7, 1945 –Germany surrenders unconditionally to U.S. General Eisenhower (May 8, 1945 is declared V-E Day)

e. Potsdam Conference - July 16, 1945 – is held to discuss the future of Germany and possible war reparations. Germany is divided into occupied zones by the British, Soviets, French, and Americans. It is during this conference that President Truman learns that the first test of the Atomic Bomb is successful. US-Soviet relations begin to deteriorate
f. The United Nations - The establishment of the United Nations consisted of a charter that was made up of many different nations and was expected to function as the “Town meeting of the world.” The U.N.  Security Council, which included the five wartime allies, held most of the power delegated to the United Nations.
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Questions on WWII Notes

1. Who were the Axis powers and what did they have in common?

2. Why didn’t Spain join the Axis powers?

3. What do you think the policy of Cash and Carry was designed to do?

4. Which policy replaced “Cash and Carry” when the European non-Axis powers began to run out of money? Why?

5. What was the Atlantic Charter? What did it become the basis for after WWII?

6. Why did the Japanese feel as though they were provoked by the United States? Do you agree or disagree with the Japanese? Why or Why not?

7. Are these foreign policies really the proper actions of a “neutral” nation? Explain your answer.

8. Why do you think the Selective Training and Service Act was passed in 1941?

9. How did the roles of women and minorities change in the armed forces?

10. How did the roles of women and minorities change on the Home Front during the war?

11. What are the Yalta and Potsdam conferences of 1945 important?

12. How did the war end in Europe? 

13. How did the war end in Japan?
