Ronald Reagan & the Conservative Resurgence of the 1980s
I.  Neo-Conservativism & the Rise of Ronald Reagan 

A.  Neo-Conservatives (the “New Right”) rose in the late 1970s as a reaction to “New Left” counterculture & social liberalism

1.  Focused on capitalism, a smaller government, a return to family values, a stronger military, & American patriotism  

2.  Jerry Falwell & the Moral Majority led the attack on the ERA, abortion, & social welfare

B.  The election of 1980 & the “Reagan Revolution”

1. Carter was hurt by stagflation, foreign policy failures, & Reagan’s “Are you better off today than you were 4 years ago?”


2.  Reagan won a landslide with “New Right” support, by picking up “Reagan Democrats,” & eroding the FDR-voting bloc
II.  Domestic Policy under Ronald Reagan 

A.  Reagan’s deregulation: Conservatives reduced gov’t restrictions (EPA, OSHA, SEC) & unions in favor of business productivity 
B.  Reaganomics 


1.  Supply-side economics: The Economic Recovery Act of 1981 cut taxes 25% over 3 years to increase consumer spending 


2.  Decreased gov’t spending: The Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1981 cut social services like food stamps & urban aid 

3.  Despite an increase in the recession, by 1983 the economic rebounded & stagflation shrunk by 1990

4.  But…industry declined, the gap between rich & poor grew, & the federal debt increased 300%
C.  Social Problems 


1.  In the 1970s & 80s, the gap between the rich & poor widened; growth of the “Me Generation;” 3rd  wave of immigration

2.  Reagan’s opposition to social programs increased crime & homelessness; Attacked abortion rights & affirmative action

3.  The Bakke decision & nomination of Sandra Day O’Conner to the Supreme Court were victories for minorities, but the Reagan administration failed to solve the “crack” (“war on drugs”) or the AIDS epidemics 
D.  Reagan won another landslide victory in 1984 against Walter Mondale & Geraldine Ferraro (1st female VP candidate) 
III.  Foreign Policy under Ronald Reagan 

A.  Reagan was committed to restoring America’s supremacy in the world after the failures of Carter 
B.  Foreign Policy in the Middle East & Central America


1.  In the Middle East, troops were sent to aid Lebanon during an Israeli attack but 239 Marines were killed by terrorists

2.  In Latin America, Reagan sent troops to Granada but could not overtly aid Nicaraguan Contras against a Sandinista-led coup 


3.  Iran-Contra Affair: NSC agents sold weapons to Iran (for hostages) & used profits to aid Nicaraguan contras fight socialism 
C.  Reagan took a hard-line approach to the USSR that led to an increase in nuclear weapons & the “Star Wars” program (SDI) 
D.  Ending the Cold War by working with the USSR 

1.  Mikhail Gorbachev initiated perestroika & glasnost, promoted democratization in Eastern Europe, & limited nuclear arms

2.  The fall of communism in the Eastern Bloc in 1989 & the breakup of the USSR in 1991 ended the Cold War

IV.  George H.W. Bush 

A.  George Bush succeeded Reagan & offered a “kinder, gentler nation” & a lot of foreign policy experience 
B.  The Persian Gulf War


1.  The 1990 Iraqi attack on Kuwait & fears of an attack on Saudi Arabia led to the successful Operation Desert Storm in 1991


2.  Despite claims of a “new world order,” Hussein was not removed, anti-U.S. sentiment increased, & the rise of Al Qaeda 

C.  Bush’s increased taxes & budget cuts led to a 1989 recession which opened the door for Clinton in the 1992 election 

