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13. Our security is at stake. Under Secretary
of State George W. Ball says the struggle in
Vietnam is not an isolated war.

The beginning of wisdom with regard to
Viet-Nam is to recognize that what Americans
are fighting in the jungles and rice paddies of
that unhappy land is not a local conflict — an
isolated war that has meaning merely for one
part of the world. We can properly under-
stand the struggle in Viet-Nam only if we rec-
ognize it for what it is — part of a vast and
continuing struggle in which we have been en-
gaged for more than two decades . . .

The bloody encounters in the highlands
around Pleiku and the rice paddies of the Me-
kong Delta are thus in a real sense battles and
skirmishes in a continuing war to prevent one
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Communist power after another from violating
internationally recognized boundary lines fix-
ing the outer limits of Communist dominion.

The Issue in Viet-Nam. Department of
State Publication 8043, March, 1966,
4, 8.

14. Our security is not at stake. Columnist
Walter Lippmann says we are not a policeman
to the world.

A mature great power will make measured
and limited use of its power. It will eschew
[shun] the theory of a global and universal duty
which not only commits it to unending wars of
intervention but intoxicates its thinking with
the illusion that it is a crusader for righteous-
ness, that each war is a “war to end all war.”
Since in this generation we have become a great
power, I am in favor of learning to behave like
a great power, of getting rid of the globalism
which would not only entangle us everywhere
but is based on the totally vain notion that if
we do not set the world in order, no matter
what the price, we cannot live in the world
safely.

Quoted in Foreign Policy Association,
Great Decisions, 1966. New York, 1966,
1I.

15. The “domino theory.” President Johnson
says if we yield in Vietnam, one nation after
another would become victims.

We will stay because a just nation cannot
leave to the cruelties of its enemies a people
who have staked their lives and independence
on America’s solemn pledge — a pledge which
has grown through the commitments of three
American Presidents.

We will stay because in Asia — and around
the world — are countries whose indepen-
dence rests, in large measure, on confidence in
America’s word and in America’s protection.
To yield to force in Viet-Nam would weaken
that confidence, would undermine the inde-
pendence of many lands, and would whet the
appetite of aggression. We would have to fight
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                        [image: image2.png]in one land, and then we would have to fight
in another — or abandon much of Asia to the
domination of Communists.

Lyndon B. Johnson, ‘State of the Union
Message, January 12, 1966. Department
of State Publication 8011, 9—10.

16. The domino theory has no basis in history.
Hans Morgenthau says revolutions depend on
local conditions.

[The domino theory] has not the slightest
basis in history. It is an American version of
the Communist theory of inevitability. For
years Communists believed that their triumph
in Russia was the beginning of world revolu-
tion. But revolutions succeed or fail because
of Iocal conditions, not on the basis of what
happens in another country.

Quoted in David Nevin, “The Dissent,”
Life, February 25, 1966, 59.

17. The war is the result of outside aggression.
Secretary of State Rusk presents evidence to
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

The evidence is overwhelming that the Na-
tional Liberation Front is exactly what its name
implies — a Communist front organization in-
tended to give support to the deliberate fiction
that the war in Viet-Nam is an indigenous
[native] revolt. The Front is, as the facts
make clear, an invention of the Communist
Party of North Viet-INam, to serve as a political
cloak for its activities in the South.

As 1 have noted earlier, the Front was cre-
ated by the North Vietnamese Communist
Party — the Lao Dong Party — in 1960, soon
after North Viet-Nam’s military leader, Gen-
eral Giap, announced: “The North is the rev-
olutionary base for the whole country.” The
individuals proclaimed as leaders of the Front
are not personalities widely known to the Viet-
namese people, either in the North or in the
South . . .

A secret Lao Dong circular dated December
7, 1961, advised party members that “The

People’s Revolutionary Party has only the ap-
pearance of an independent existence. Actu-
ally our Party is nothing but the Lao Dong
Party of Viet-Nam unified from North to
South under the Central Executive Committee
of the Party, the chief of which is President
Ho . . . during these explanations, take care
to keep this strictly secret, especially in South
Viet-Nam, so that the enemy does not perceive
our purpose.” . . .

. the Communists have told their fol-
lowers that, at the proper moment, they would
emerge from cover and cast off the disguise of
the National Liberation Front.

The Department of State, The Heart of
the Problem. Department of State Pub-
lication 8054, March, 1966, ro.

18. The war is a civil war.
administration’s position.

Critics dispute the

The only aggressor physically present in
South Vietnam is the United States. Not one
Chinese soldier, not one Russian soldier, has
ever been found, dead or alive.

The “Vietcong” consists of South Viet-
namese. The bulk of their weapons are cap-
tured from United States and Saigon [South
Vietnam] forces. Senator Church (Ramparts,
2/65) writes, “They have the ability to main-
tain their attacks independent of North Viet-
nam.  Therefore it is folly to think that ex-
tending the war northward is a way out.” Offi-
cial figures published by the State Department
in the White Paper (February 1965) bear this
out. All but 2V5 percent of captured weapons
were American made. 'The White Paper re-
vealed that the overwhelming majority of the
thousands of captured persons were South Viet-
namese who had fled from the Saigon govern-
ment and were returning home to fight against
it. Only six of those captured were proved to
have been born in North Vietnam|

An Appeal to the Conscience of the Amer-
ican People. Handbill [n.d.]. Catholic
Peace Fellowship and 11 other organiza-
tions.
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The Vietnam War


Should the USA have become involved in the conflict in Vietnam?


Directions: 


Create a two column T-chart.





In one column, record information that supports US involvement in Vietnam and cite the document information


.


In the second column, record information that opposes US involvement in Vietnam and cite the document information.





Be sure to have citations for all documents #13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18.








