






Don’t quote the documents extensively!  If you must quote a document, only use a few words.  Otherwise, putting in long quotes suggests that you have few thoughts of your own.





Never, ever, ever use the phrase, “Doc. A says.”  When possible, refer to the answer.  For example: “As Jefferson argued…”  When a document is not attributed to a person, refer to it as follows: “As the Chart on Birth Rate from 1920-1930 suggests….”





Stay in the TIME PERIOD. This is crucial.  Do not stray from it.  If you must go outside the time period, make it relevant and demonstrate to your reader why it was absolutely imperative to do so.





Look for BIAS AND PERSPECTIVE in the documents.   While this is not something you are scored on per se, understand that speakers sometimes lie, misrepresent the truth, and so on.  





Look for how the DOCUMENTS INTERACT WITH EACH OTHER!  The folks who write these questions intentionally pick documents which are connected.  Your job is to demonstrate how they interact and correspond to each other.





MAKE INFERENCES!  The documents should lead you to certain examples of historical information.  A map of the Northwest Ordinance, for example, should lead you to think about the Articles of Confederation, slavery issues, etc.  This is a great opportunity for you to demonstrate how you know.





ANALYZE – DON’T DESCRIBE!  Never, never, never simply describe the documents.  An example of this would be: “In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson lists the various grievances the colonist s felts towards the King.”  The readers are smart people and already know what the documents say.  They’ve read them. They DO NOT need you to explain them.  What we want from you is to know what you think the documents are DOING, and how they relate to the thesis you’re trying to argue.  We already know that the Declaration was a list of grievances.  Tell us what is was relative to your thesis.  For example: “While Jefferson’s Declaration demonstrates some unity among Americans during the American Revolution, the overt absence of any discussion of slavery suggests that conflict between North and South did exist below the surface.”





CITE the documents.  Although it’s not strictly necessary, citation helps the reader figure out which documents you’re discussing.   This is especially important when you consider how quickly readers are going through these essays.  After discussing how the document applies to your thesis (see #7), cite the document with a simple parenthetical citation (DOC. A).





The DBQ is a rough draft. Don’t sweat small errors, but work hard to make it as polished as possible.
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