APUSH
Slavery, Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights Movement
I.  Slavery in American History (1619-1865)

A. Slavery was 1st introduced in 1619, replaced indentured servitude by 1660, & became self-sustaining by 1720 

B. The American Revolution led 9 states to abolish slavery by 1820; the NW Ordinance in 1787 banned slavery under the Articles of Confederation; the Constitution ended the African slave trade, but not slavery

C. From 1800 to 1860, slavery grew as “King Cotton” boomed, but slavery became a sectional issue 
II.  The Failure of Reconstruction and the Rise of Jim Crow (1865-1954)
A. Blacks were protected by the Reconstruction Amendments, Civil Rights Act of 1875, & Freedman’s Bureau  

B. The end of Reconstruction in 1877 led to legalized segregation under Jim Crow laws & Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

C. DuBois, Washington, Garvey, & the NAACP unsuccessfully fought segregation at the turn of the century

D. The New Deal and segregated units in the military during both world wars revealed inequality

E. The 1940s brought some successes

1.  Great Migration, Fair Employment Practice Committee, & Jackie Robinson inspired hope for a better future

2.  Truman became the 1st president to enact civil rights reform: civil rights commission & integration of military

3.  But little was done in the 1940s & early 1950s to stop white flight to suburbs or racial violence (Emmitt Till in 1955)

III.  The Modern Civil Rights Movement (1954-1965)

A. All regions in America in the 1950s were segregated 

B. Brown v Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954)

1.  Schools became the primary target of civil rights advocates, like Thurgood Marshall, in the 1950s: university admissions & any attack on the Plessy v Ferguson precedent “separate but equal”

2.  Brown v BOE in 1954 overturned Plessy, ruling that “separate facilities are inherently unequal”

3.  The court’s order for “deliberate speed” & Eisenhower’s failure to act meant a slow response in the South 

4.  Eisenhower was forced to assist the “Little Rock Nine” integrate Central High in 1957

C.  Martin Luther King, Jr. & the Beginnings of Black Activism 


1.  Instead of waiting for the government to respond, black leaders pressed the issue

2.  Montgomery Bus Boycott (1955) successfully challenged segregated buses when Rosa Parks was arrested 

3.  The Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) led by MLK inspired peaceful resistance to civil rights

4.  SCLC & Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) led peaceful sit-ins, esp Greensboro, NC

- Stokley Carmichael = head of SNCC who preached "overtaking white Americans" and preached "Black Power"-pride in history and heritage; create society apart from white society
       5.  The 1961 Freedom Ride pushed for enforcement of desegregation; Integration of Ole Miss & Univ of Alabama

D.  Slow Moving Civil Rights


1.  Kennedy deferred to his brother, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, to investigate & assist voting in the South; But had little success: Medgar Edvars’ murder & Sixteenth Street Baptist Church bombing in 1963

2.  MLK’s Birmingham march in 1963 & March on Washington in 1963 (“I Have A Dream” speech) forced a more active response from JFK
E.  Lyndon Johnson made civil rights the major component of his presidency


1.  24th Amendment banned poll taxes


2.  Civil Rights Act of 1964 ended racial segregation in public facilities


3.  Freedom Summer in 1964 and the Selma march in 1965 exposed violence & the need for voting protection


4.  Voting Rights Act of 1965 banned literacy tests & sent federal registrars into the South to protect voters 
F. Malcolm X and the Nation of Islam 

1. Promoted black separatism, black nationalism, black supremacy

2. “We don’t teach you to turn the other cheek. We teach you to obey the law… But at the same time, we teach you that anyone who puts his hands on you, you do your best to see that he doesn’t put it on anybody else.”
3. Black Muslims = Group that believed African-Americans should separate themselves from white society and not integrate; preached black nationalism, separatism, and self-improvement
G. Black Panthers
1. organization of armed black militants formed in Oakland, California, in 1966 to protect black rights. 

2. They represented a growing dissatisfaction with the non-violent wing of the civil rights movement

3. signaled a new direction to that movement after the legislative victories of 1964-1965
